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This past week marked the end of our football season (soccer).  
I congratulate the many students who participated in the football 
season.  I also want to congratulate our Athletic Director and 
coach ,Hanro Van der Merwe (grade 4 and 5 boys); and, the fol-
lowing coaches: Shireen Shiber and Essam (grade 6 and 7 boys);  
David Lauchmen and Nick Urkow (grade 8 and 9 boys); Khalid 
Abdeltam and Fadel (grade 10 and 12 boys); Erika Cousens and 
Samhar Balla (grade 10 and 12 girls); and, Sarah Boyer and Joc-
elyn Urkow (gaarde 7 and 9 girls). 

We are proud of our athletes and of our coaches.  Over the 5 
week football season, I watched as the students steadily devel-
oped their football skills.  Their progress was obvious to their 
coaches and to me.  The students are to be admired for their 
dedication to the sport.  Under the direction of  skilled coaches 
who were always there for them, they kept building their knowl-
edge of the rules of the sport, and their skill set in soccer.  It was 
an important  ‘out of the classroom’ and ‘on the field’ learning 
experience.  It was impressive to watch the lessons the athletes 
were learning about cooperation, collaboration, and in how to 
play as a team.  Developing an appreciation of the meaning and 
importance of team work is an important life lesson.  As a mem-
ber of a sports team one not only has the satisfaction of learning  
how to play the sport, but also the satisfaction of the camaraderie 
and team work developed in interaction with one’s teammates 
and in interaction with opponents.
Well done KAS students and coaches.  Well done!  We look for-
ward to the next sports season, the volley ball season, that begins 
in April.  We will be there to cheer you on!  Good luck!

Help KAS Achieve Its Strategic Goals!
The school community is invited to join a KAS Strategic 
Goals Action Team to help draft the strategy and work 
plan for implementing each of the the school’s four strate-
gic goals.  The teams will meet starting in late March.  At 
that time we will also discuss roles and expectations.

Strategic Goals Action Teams are needed for each of the 
following goals and priorities:
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If you have an interest or expertise in any of the four goals 
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Action Teams.  You can do that by emailing  
strategic.goals@krtams.org  Thank you!

Letter from the Middle/High School
Principal, Susan Boutros

Dear Parents and Friends,

Yesterday, Wednesday February 25, our annual College Fair 
took place at the US Embassy. This event was a great opportu-
nity for KAS students to meet with people who were represent-
ing Colleges and Universities mainly from the United States of 
America, Sudan and the United Kingdom.

The representatives shared information and answered ques-
tions about their institutions. It was an informational day with 
an open-fair setting. Students have shared that it was a very 
rewarding experience.

Below is a list of all the colleges that were represented at the 
College Fair:

Have a great weekend! Hmhmxl Perevms
Music Teacher

Over the last couple months Kindergarten has been 
exploring the difference between needs and wants. We 
have discovered that a need is something essential for 
survival, whereas a want is something we can live with-
out. Through a variety of different fun crafts and activi-
ties, Kindergarten has gained a better understanding of 
our different needs, (air, food, shelter and water), how 
readily available they are and how they differ from our 
wants. As much as they enjoy playing with toys, they 
have come to appreciate the privilege of having toys!!!

Needs & WantsLetter from the Early Childhood Center 
& Elementary School Principal, Phil 
Centers
Dear Teachers, Parents, Students, and Community Members,

In this series of E-news articles exploring the why, what, and 
how we teach our students, you may have noticed that this set 
of questions does not include who, where, and when we teach. 
Such questions may seem nonsensical, yet they actually touch 
on profound aspects of education that we do well to address.

For example, the question of who we teach really touches on 
what we call “differentiation” or “differentiated instruction”, 
one of the most important skills we must have as educators, 
but one that is sometimes lacking from our teaching toolboxes 
and that must be learned and practiced. In our classrooms we 
always have a range of skills and capacities in our students that 
differ for every subject we teach. This range only increases the 
older the students are. So we simply must differentiate, i.e., 
teach differently to different groups of students, for instance, 
those with different learning modalities (addressed in an earlier 
E-news article), as well as those at different levels of readiness 
with regard to a given subject we are touching. The latter we 
might call our advanced learners in a given subject, our profi-
cient learners, and our struggling learners. Meeting the needs of 
each of these groups of students in an effective way so that they 
succeed and thrive in school is very much about the who we 
teach.

We can differentiate our instruction on three levels, summed up 
simply as input, process, and output. For example, we may offer 
an option to our students of an “extra credit” project for those 
who need and long for more complexity to challenge them. We 
may work in a small group with students who want and need 
more one-on-one attention in order to “get” a certain concept 
or skill. Through all differentiated instruction it is important 
to note that we teach the same content to all our learners, 
otherwise we would be teaching two or more curricula to the 
same class, which would become counter productive. Through 
all such differentiation our goal is always to bring all of our 
students to at least a proficient, if not advanced, mastery of the 
curriculum content.

PS In my E-news article from last November 27, I spoke about 
the Newbery Readers Club. This year’s Newbery books were 
announced a couple of weeks ago. This year’s winning book, 
which is all about basketball and brothers and family, is “The 
Crossover” by Kwame Alexander, which also won the Coretta 
Scott King award honor medal, “given annually to outstanding 
African American authors and illustrators of books for children 
and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African 
American culture and universal human values. The award com-
memorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr....” 
Once I started reading “The Crossover” I wasn’t able to put it 
down, I found it so good, and finished it in an afternoon. I chal-
lenge all KAS students to read this book and join me as mem-
bers of the Newbery Readers Club! Mr. Centers

Erika Cousens
Kindergarten Teacher

Music Classes are learning songs for the Musical Production In the beginning of February, the elementary students have started learning the repertoire of an upcoming musical 
production for the end of the year. The elementary musical this 
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